Honors English Course Syllabus 2019-2020
Mrs. Jessica S. Cook
jscook@nafcs.org 
http://mscookhhms.weebly.com
Extension 3151
COURSE DESCRIPTION
During this year, you will study all aspects of English.  You will learn to apply the skills you gain from this class to your daily lives.  

COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
You will study many topics, some of which will be taken from team thematic units.  Grammar basics will be emphasized.  You will learn to write creatively and effectively by practicing the formal writing process and keeping a journal.  You will read and analyze various types of literature including novels, short stories, poetry, and scripts.  Vocabulary and spelling will be a weekly expectation.  Oral communication and group presentations will be required.  

TOPICS AND CONTENT
Grammar

You will learn grammar and word usage skills through Daily Language Review (DLR). Each week we will focus on one language skill.  You will receive notes over that skill on Monday, practice it throughout the week, and have a DLR quiz on Friday.  
Vocabulary

We will utilize The Word Within the Word.  It is a rigorous program that emphasizes word parts and teaches students to determine the meaning of a word by breaking it into parts.  
Literature
You will read many different short stories, poems, articles, speeches, and novels this year.  Some of these works include King Lear, Unwind, I Have Lived a Thousand Years, Animal Farm, The Raft, and short stories by Edgar Allen Poe and a variety of other authors.  Students will also be expected to read two novels each nine weeks.  The accompanying assignments for these books will vary each quarter.  
Writing
You will be journaling all year; the entries will mainly be driven by the topics we study.  There will also be formal writing assignments such as short stories, essays, letters, and writing prompts.    

Communication
There will be individual and group assignments throughout the year.  These assignments will sometimes require you to present your ideas or work to the class.  This will help you improve your communication skills by practicing public speaking.  

BINDER
You must have a white binder for English and keep all important papers and graded work organized in the rings of it.  You must have five tabs: DLR, CFA Notes, WWW, and Writing.  There will be a running Table of Contents found on both my whiteboard and my website, and you must keep a copy of this at the front of your binder.  
DAILY REQUIRED MATERIALS

Charged iPad      paper      pencils/pens      planner      binder      The Word Within the Word      novel to read
*I will notify you daily (the window beside my door) when you need additional materials.

GRADING
Grades will be based on your total points.  Tests will be worth 50%, quizzes worth 25%, and homework and other assignments worth 25%.  These percentages are approximate.  Each nine weeks grade will be worth 45% of the semester grade with the final exam making up the last 10%.  

Grading Scale
90 – 100% = A          80 – 89% = B          70 – 79% = C          60 – 69% = D          0 – 59% = F

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
1. Respect yourself, your classmates, and your teachers at all times.  Respect the rights and properties of others.  Disrespect and/or misbehavior may result in LTDs, non-participation in future activities, and other consequences. 

2. Be in class on time, seated when the bell rings.  Three unexcused tardies will result in an LTD.

3. Be prepared for class and remain on task.  Three instances of being unprepared will result in an LTD.
4. Be responsible and organized.  All students are required to keep their school planners up to date.  Each student will receive a school planner at the start of the year and be given time every Monday to fill in the weekly agenda.  Clean up around your desk every day.  There should be no food, candy, or drink without permission.
5. Leave cell phones and backpacks in your locker. No cell phones, smart watches, or other personal electronics are allowed in the classroom.  Leave them in your locker.  We will follow the Away for the Day consequence guidelines.  
6. Complete and turn in work giving your best effort.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions. I am here to help you understand.  All homework MUST be completed.  However, things do happen that are uncontrollable, so late papers will be accepted for late credit.  Extenuating circumstances will be handled on a case by case basis.  If you miss an assignment, it is your responsibility to sign up for Safety Net the day the assignment is due.  Failure to do so will result in an LTD. 
7. Do your own work.  Students must complete their own homework, tests, and projects.  Cheating will result in a zero and an LTD.  
8. If you’re absent, make it up.  It is your responsibility to acquire all missed work due to an absence or tardy.  See the agenda board for activities, the absent trays for handouts, and Mrs. Cook if you have questions.  Students are given one day for each day absent to make up that work.  Extra days will not be given for failure to obtain assignments.  Previously announced tests will be taken on the first day back unless a student misses two or more days or unless new material was covered during the absence.  Forgetting study materials at school is not a reason to postpone a test.
9. Clean up after yourself.  Throw your garbage away in the trashcan.  There should be no food, candy, or drink without permission.

10. Be polite to everyone.  Listen when others are speaking.  Make newcomers feel welcome. “Please” and “thank you” are important words.

OTHER INFORMATION

FREE HOMEWORK PASSES– Free Homework Passes are given for 100% on tests and quizzes and at the teachers’ discretion.  These can be submitted for any one-night homework assignment.  Unused passes can be kept at the end of the nine weeks to be used at a later time or turned in at the end of the quarter for extra credit.  

SCHOLASTIC BOOK ORDERS– Students who are interested will receive Scholastic Book flyers from time to time.  Checks should be made payable to Scholastic or you may send in cash.  You can also order online and use a debit or credit card.  Just go to http://www.scholastic.com/bookclubs and use my class code JLWD6.  If an order is placed online, please let Mrs. Cook know, so it can be finalized.
 

TEXTBOOK– We will be using textbooks during class, but I see no need for the students to keep them in their lockers.  They are large and cumbersome, and we do not use them every day.  If you would like to have one at home, let me know.  Otherwise, textbooks will be kept in the classroom.  Also we no longer have access to the online textbook.
WEBSITE– My website can be found at http://mscookhhms.weebly.com/ or accessed through the HHMS site, under “Faculty.”
